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Dear Seniors,

While we wish you a wonderful summer, we also want you to use your vacation time productively. 

Therefore, over the summer, ALL seniors are required to read TWO books.  

Book A  is a free choice (please make sure to get parental approval) and will need to be completed by 

August 18th when your short assignment is due.  Choose well; make a decision based on the synopsis of 

the work and not on the cover or length. Often, shorter works contain more complex ideas, while longer 

works have more exciting and engaging plots.  

Book B is a memoir  of your choice (please make sure to get parental approval). During your first few 

days of school in September your English teacher will be giving you an in-class writing assignment on 

your reading of this book -so be prepared. 

As the Jewish Holidays fall unusually early next year it means there are minimal school days in 

September  so you MUST read  This Tender Land   by the first week in October. This will be the first book 

taught in class. To make sure you read actively you will be required to complete this assignment.

Please remember that you need not like or agree with everything you read. Sometimes a book that 

provokes dissent is as stimulating as a book that echoes our own thoughts. Our hope is that your reading 

will engage your minds, stimulate thoughts, and help you to clarify and become more comfortable with 

your unique perspectives on life.

Best wishes for a healthy and productive summer.

Sincerely,
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
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Instructions:

● Choose a book
● Get parental approval
● Read the book 
● Upload a video of yourself discussing the book on 

Flipgrid. 
● You will need to sign in with your Flatbush email 

address
● Your video should be between 1 and 2 minutes
● Due date 18th August
● Your video will count towards your classwork grade for 

first semester.

BOOK A - CHOICE BOOK

“One benefit of summer  
was that each day we 
had more light to read 
by”
Jeanette Walls (The 
Glass Castle)

https://flipgrid.com/259c4b87
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BOOK B
Memoir of 
your choice
(get parental 
approval)

Links below for ideas::

NY TIMES

Barnes and Noble

Amazon

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/06/26/books/best-memoirs.html
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/blog/50-essential-memoirs/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/bestsellers/books/3048891
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Soundtrack 
While reading, think carefully about the characters and themes present in the book. You will be 
considering these as you select at least 8 songs for a soundtrack for the text. No two songs can be 
from the same artist, and you should strive to have songs from a variety of genres. 
Your soundtrack will include at least one song that relates to: 
1. TWO important events from the book 
2. TWO different characters
3. ONE song that you feel defines the friendships in the novel
4. ONE song that defines the relationship between Odie and Albert.
5. ONE theme (theme must be more than just one word--a phrase) 
6. ONE of your choice (symbol, conflict, resolution, quote, additional event, novel title, additional 
theme or character) 

For each song selection: 
1. Title line should include the song title, artist and element (character name, event, etc)
2. Short Explanation: Beneath the title line, describe the character, event, theme, etc. and how it 
relates to the song. Why did you choose this song for this element of the novel? Explain how the 
song/lyrics connect to, reveal or enhance your description of the character, event or theme. Back your 
claim with evidence from the book (quote, passage, event include page number). If there are certain 
lyrics that led you to associate the song to the element then be sure to note those specific lyrics.   

THIS TENDER LAND Due 10/04/2021
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Summer night 
by Kobayashi Issa

Summer night--
even the stars
are whispering to 
each other.


